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How to research the owners of your home 

To find out who has lived in your house, go to www.mdlandrec.net and register for an account.  

It is free. 

If you live in the city, select “Baltimore City” from the dropdown at the top left of the screen.  

Then, look on the left sidebar and choose to search by address. 

 

This search will return all transactions on your home that date later than 1972.  The ones 

labeled “Deed” are the ones transferring the ownership of the home.  From this list you can 

determine all the people who owned your home during that period. 
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To go back farther than the oldest “Deed” entry shown, click on the Book/Page link to go to the 

court record book containing a copy of that deed. 
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Somewhere in that deed, you will see language that says, “Being the same lot of ground 

conveyed…”  That language will tell you the previous sale or other transaction on the property.  

Sometimes this may consist of a refinanced mortgage, a change in title, or even transfer of the 

original ground rent.  After you have read a few of these you will learn to tell the difference! 

 

The entry above points you to a book M.L.P No. 9423, page 266, in 1954.  Use this citation to 

find the previous transfer of the property.  Select “Jump to a new volume” at the top of the 

screen and enter the book/page information there. 

 

Now you will have another deed to examine.  Continue to follow the references back. 

 

If you live in the county, select ‘Baltimore County” from the dropdown at the top left of the 

screen.  Baltimore County apparently has no indices by address, so you’ll have to get started 

another way.   

You can choose to locate your own purchase deed, by using the individual search and restricting 

your search by date.  The results list will look just like the list above, showing Deeds as well as 

other transactions such as mortgage refinances.  Select your deed to look for the citation of the 

previous sale. 
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Alternatively, you can select “SDAT” from the left sidebar and locate your property in the real 

property assessment database, searching by street address.  This search returns the current 

assessment information for the property, as well as transfers made after August 1, 1964. 
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Scroll down to the section labeled “Transfer Information,” and you will see the previous sale of 

the property including the book and page information where it says “Deed1.”  Take this book 

and page information, return to mdlandrec.net. and search for that book and page. 
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This will show you a deed, and in the deed you can find the clause that specifies when the 

property was previously transferred, the same as the example above for a city deed. 

 

If it happens that you have owned your house since before the indices begin, then perhaps you 

still have your settlement papers from your purchase, and can locate the deed with its citation 

of the previous transfer.  If you are in the city, you can also look at the block books (linked on 

the left side of the Baltimore City search page), which are a very interesting source of 

information although they can be quite hard to read.  You’d need to know which block you live 

in; this map might help.  (The vertical line is the city/county boundary.) 
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You can also browse through the “Active Indices” to city deeds, found on the left side of the 

Baltimore City search page. 

 

Then in the Series drop down select either a grantor (seller) or grantee (buyer) index.  If you are 

trying to find your own deed, you’d be the grantee.  Clicking “Search” will return a long list of 

index volumes.  Page forward till you find the index including the year you bought your home. 

 

Locate the volume that includes your last name and the months in which you bought your 

home, and select the link in the right column to open the pages of the index. 
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You will have to do a lot of paging or skipping forward to get to the right pages, but you will be 

rewarded with a book and folio number where you can find the deed. 

Baltimore County has similar Active Indices to grantors and grantees to help you get that first 

book/page citation. 

Good luck! 

 


